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XL VII. Of Logarithms , by the late William 
Jones, Efq\ F. R. S. Communicated by 
John Robertfon, Lib. R. S. 


Read Dec. $, j"1 H E following paper on the nature 

I77 '* Jb and conftrudtion of Logarithms, 
was communicated to me many years fince, by that 
eminent Mathematician the late William Jones, Efq. 
The familiar manner in which he explains their na¬ 
ture, and the great art with which he obtains the 
modes of computation, not being exceeded, if 
equaled, by any writer on this fubjedt, may claim a 
place in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions, to be pre- 
ierved among the multitude of excellent papers, of 
which that moft invaluable work is a fafe repo- 
fitory. 


Of Logarithms. 

i. Any number may be exprefied by tome Angle 
power of the fame radical number. 

For every number whatever is placed fomewhere 
in a fcale of the feveral powers of fome radical num¬ 
ber r, whofe indices are m~ \ 3 tH— 2, **-3, Sec. 
where not only the numbers r m , r•*—*, r m ~ z . Ste¬ 
am exprefled; but alfo any intermediate number x 
is reprefen ted by r, with a proper index z. 
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The index z is called the Logarithm of the num¬ 
ber x. 

2. Hence, to find the logarithm z of any num¬ 
ber x, is only to find what power of the radical 
number r, in that fcale, is equal to the number x 
or to find the index z of the power, in the equation* 
x = r*. 

3. The properties of logarithms are the fame with 
the indices of powers; that is, the him or difference, 
of the logarithms of two numbers* is the logarithm, 
of the product or quotient of thole numbers. 

And therefore, n times the logarithm of any num¬ 
ber, is the logarithm of the nth. power of that number, 

4. The relation of any number x, and its loga¬ 
rithm z being given j. To find the relation of their 
leaft fynchronal variation x and z 

Put 1 -|~« for r } the radical number of any fcale* and 

n 

*= 7+7 

Let ^ c *j/= -• 

Then fx—xz (hews the relation required. 

For x=r*= 7 + 7 >* 

Now, let x and z flow lb that x becomes at 

the fame time as z lhall become z-| ~z. 

Then x -f- x= t 1+ 7 Z X i 

=x x 1 •\-zq-\-lz([ -\-\zq i -\-l zq\&c. 
Therefore x—xz x q-\- i + i ? 4 , &c, 

z=.xka=.x.z x Confequentiy/x=:*;s. 

5. If 
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5- If i -\-n-=zr—\o t as in the common logarithms 

of Briggs’s form, 

Then a will be found to be 2,302585092994, &c. 

Andy =r .... 0,43429448190325, &c. 

If a~ 1 =/, the form will be that of Napier’s lo¬ 
garithms. 

6. Let B, be the logs of the numbers *, x , in 
the form f——. 

J a 7 

And N, N, the logs of the fame numbers, in the 
form 

Then B<p=Nf } Ba=N U ; Bft=N6; 

For B: N:: (/x -:<px 9 B: N:: *-: i:: t: N\ 

If * = 10 ; B = 1 ; a ~ 2,30258, &C. jf 
or f — 0,43429, &c. j ct = 4 = 1. 

Then N = Bx^ = 2,30258, See. 

^ = Bx| = 2,30258, &c, x & 

6 = L x ft = 0,43429, &c. X & 
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7. Putting 
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y. Putting Af = y j- «y j N—-. 

9 

Then a= log. of x, or the log. of q + v, will be 

— f *?~3f 4-? 4± 5 9 s 6 f” ' X/> 

= +N-iN’+^-N*- jN 4 +4N s -^N # f ficc.*/. 


For * = L t Af = L,y + v=;/x-j=/x^ ; , 


*ov j^yv nt'xr j^*vv* w 

'- 7 ~ 7~7 7~~l r T 


&c. x/. 


8 . In three quantities < 7 , r, increafing by equal 
differences, the logarithm of any one of them being 
given, the logarithms of the other two are alfo given. 

For, let v—q -p=r — q-, N=!^=£— 

9 9 9 

P, CL, R, the logarithms of y, r. 


I. L=f=(JL,-i-=)Q r -P=/x N +JN*-KN'+1N + +‘ N*,&c.=/V. 

For L,-l_=/x 

q — 2; q — v 

II. L,:=(L, f -±f=)R—Q=/x N~|N"4--5-N 3 —-i N 4 4- T N 5 , . =/X. 

For L,l±I=/x^-. 

9 9 + V 

ill. L,-= 2 /« V+X =R-P= 2 / x N+ 4 -N j +iN'+| 1 n “+.j.N»,&c. = 2 /Z. 


Or, L 


r —/> 

9 ' r + p 

L, l±f = R — P = 2 /Z. 


Where N - =) 


^ - X/ 2 / 


9. Hence, 
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9 , Hence, in two quantities, r the greater, p the 
lefs. 

Putting N=^j A=2/N; B=AN*i C=BN*} 
D= CN\ &c. 

And S = A + 4- .* C + ^D, &c. 

Then L, - = S; Or R— P = S. 

P 

Or, putting N = » A = _/N, See. 

Then L, — — 2 S. 

P 

Where p = i j N = - ; let A = 2;/N, 6cc. 

Then L, r — S. 

Or, in this cafe, putting A ; B=AN*, See. 

Then L, r = 2/S. 

Where p=i, and/= 13 NzrlZi; let A= aN, &c. 
Then L, r = S. 


N n n 2 


10. In 
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io* In three quantities p, q>,r t increafing by equal 
differences, the logarithms of any two of them being 
given, the logarithm of the third is alfo given. 

I. For L, il = if x V — X = aCt—P + R 

= 2 fx |N* 4 - jN + 4-4.N 6 -f4.N s , & c . = 2/Y. 

Where N = 

r + p 

Or L, VL—L, -JJ~~ — 2 /Y = 2 Q —F+R. 
Becaufe L, —— = if x ———. 

qq — vv u qq — VV 

H. PattingN = ~?- r - — — (whereu=1) —-—; 

qq+pr qq + rf ' ' 9S+fr 

A=/N ; B=A]Nr, &c. 

ThenL, ^=2S = 2Q r R : i : P; Or Q.~—sS. 

2 

For fince vv~qq — przzzi; put qq for r j pr for y. 
Then r —p — qq — •pr—vv = i j r-fp—qq-\*pr. 

III. Putting N=j=A, &c. a = f. 



And M—&c.j £—§R-J-Pj A—|R~P« 
Then Q== £ -j- AM. 

For Qj— P = fV — cc ; R — P = 2 /Z = 2 A; 
hut (J = 1 4 . M == 5 Therefore, &c. 


ji. Any 
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ii. Any numbers p, q, r, &c. and as many ratios 
a, b, Cy &c. compofed of them, the difference of whofe 
terms is i; as alfo the logarithms A, B, C, &c. of thofe 
ratios, being given : To find the logarithms P, Q, R, &c. 
of thofe numbers, where the form is i. 


For inftance, if/>=2, q=2, r=5, 
«=(*=)£» 




-V s - 

'^ 3 . 2 3 * 


Now, the logs A, B, G, of thefe ratios, a, b, c, being found, 
the log. of either 2, 3, 5, or of any number compounded 
of them, may be found diredtly, by making each fuccel- 
fively equal to a*yby,c x . 

Thus, for the log of 10=2.5. 


2x 4 y a* 

Let ab y c* = i y x —L 

3* y y * * 

2 3 ‘5 3 ‘ 2 

•— 3 I *.2 — ** X 24y.3-y.5-y x 5 * K - 3 ~*' 
Therefore g 1 *--?-* x 5 **-j>-> 


2?V=2.5, 


= 1. 


Confequently 47—3*— 32—1=0; 2x— y —2=0; 2z-)’-i-o 
Therefore x = 10 ; _y=: 13 ; 2: = 7 ; 

and £ 10 x x = (2 X 5 =) 10. 

Therefore ioA-{- i3B-j-7C=log. of io, to the form 1* 

Or, fince « = b — — c = -V. 

2* 3.5 3.2: 3 

Therefore A=2Q—3P; B=4P~Q_—R; C= 2 R-Q~ 3 P* 
Confequently P=3 A-f4B-f-2C:=log. of 2] 

Q=5A4-6B-j- 3C=Iog. of 3 Ito the form 1. 
R=7A -j- 9 B —5 C= log. of 5 J 


Therefore P-f-R=ioA-{-i3B-J-7C:=log. of (2 X 5—) ro. 
And/P,/’Q, /R> are the logarithms of 2, 3, 3, respec¬ 
tively, in the fcale of logarithms whofe'form is f. 


Vot. LXI. N n n 3 XLVIII. An 



